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This usage by Zhiyi and Zhanran seems to fit the
Treatise on the Two Entrances and Four Practices Very
well: “wall contemplation” in that text might be
considered to mean “ fixed in §amatha or concentration
meditation, without allowing the eight winds of good
and bad fortune to influence one at all. ”  Whether the
specific reference to the eight winds applies tO
Bodhidharma's treatise or not, the general sense of
“wall contemplation” as the solid exclusion of

distractions fits well with the “entrance of principle. ”
Although this metaphoric explanation seems




reasonable, it was apparently not transparent to the
members of the later Chan movement, who eventually
introduced the more graphic image of Bodhidharma
sitting in front of a cave wall. The issue is profoundly
irresolvable, and we should take clear note of the
uncertainty that oxmmﬁmv
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[Bilingual binomes] are referred to by scholars of
Central Asian languages by the Greek term hendiadys
(pr. hen-di ’-a-dis) “ one via two,” i.e., one idea
expressed by two words, usually nouns—though in

Greek and Latin the two nouns are usually connected

« »

by the word “and” which is not the case in Central

Asian languages. In English, the two items are usually

<

adjectives rather than nouns, e.g., “nice and warm ”
or “good and mad.”

In Central Asian and Chinese texts, what distinguishes
a hendiadys is the fact that it is a binome consisting of

two terms: one a foreign word, and one a native one;

K1




R TR VREEEE (k—=2 - KRAXND)

examples abound in, for example, Uygur Buddhist
texts, where Buddhist terms are often represented by a
combination of Chinese and Uygur, e.g. tsui ayiy

giline” “sin [Ch.] evil deed[Uyg.1.”

In actual practice the first (foreign) noun is often
understood to be an adjective qualifying the second
(domestic) noun, e.g. B “ chan [type of]

stabilization, ” in other words the type of meditative
focus known as chan.

Note that in all such binomes the foreign term

(whether a Chinese term in an Uygur context, or an

Indic term in a Chinese text) comes first, and is thus

to be perceived by the target audience as an adjective

ualifying the second (indigenous) noun. The same

phenomenon can be observed in modem English

Buddhist vocabulary, e. g. the expression “ vipassana
meditation. ”
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