CHRONOLOGY FOR 1968

{January—June)

Januay 17 The Korean Buddhist As-
sociation in Japan held a memorial
service for Koreans killed by the atomic
bombs in Hiroshima [A& and Nagasaki
%, who are presumed to be more
than 7 thousand. The Hiroshima Bud-
dhist Federation (Hiroshima-shi Bukkys-Kai
TAES T {L.314s) gave support to it and
200 bereaved families attended at Hi-
roshima Peace Park.

Jan. 17 Komei Party (Komei-to /5FA%)
held the first public meeting at Sasebo
Port in Sasebo City & fit{} 17, Nagasaki
Pref., to protest against the calling of
the US atomic submarine ENTERPRISE,
with 20 thousand people attending.

Jan. 21 Rev. Rosen Takashina wifEHE
{llI, chief abbot of S6d&-shi 5z, died
at the age of 93. The funeral service
was held at Eihei-ji Temple 5k -3, the
headquarters of the sect, in Fukui. As
successor, Rev. Taishun Satd gk 75
was elected on January 22.

Jan. 21 The National Christian Council
of Japan and the Central Council of the
Catholic Church held joint

throughout Japan, observing

prayer
services
the World Prayer Week for Ecumenism
(from the 18th to the 25th of January).
In Tokyo, these services took place at

St. Ignatius Church, Yotsuya.

Jan. 22 An US-Japan Religious Con-
gress was held at the International
Conference Hall in Kyoto under the
joint auspices of the Religious League of
Japan (Nihon Shakys Remmei B ARGEE5#H
M) and the Center of Japanese Reli-
gions. I'ourteen American and 20 Japan-
ese religionists attended, including Dr.
Wesley Reod of the Methodist Church,
Dr. John Burt of the Episcopal Church,
Rev. Késhd Otani k4342 of Higashi
Honganji Ak and Rev. Yoshitada
Takahara HFEEE of Yasaka Shrine
e

Jau. 23 Dr. Kodoé Kurebayashi {4k
i was elected President of Komazawa
Buddhist University (Komazawa Daigaku
EpRAK:), Tokyo, in succession to Dr.
Reirin Yamada [||HZE .

Jan. 30 Twenty Japanese representatives
left for Bangkok to attend the 4th general
assembly of the East Asian Christian
Council, which was held from January
30 to February 8 celebrating the 10th
anniversary of its foundation.

Feburary 1 The Religious League of
Japan issued a statement opposing the

bill on Yasukuni Shrine.

Feb. 2 Commemorating its 65th anni-

Risshé Buddhist
(Rissho Daigaku ~7IEK%:) constructed a

versary, University
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new library to collect literature on the
Nichiren-shi H #52.

Feb. 5 Rissho Kosei-kai 37 JEfX K 2s, one
of the new religions in Japan, celebrated
its 30th anniversary.

Feb. 11 The Christian liaison committee
against the National Foundation Day
held a lecture-meeting to protect religious
liberty in Tokyo. They issued a state-
ment opposing the bill on Yasukuni
Shrine.

Feb. 13 The US-Japan Daiichi Zen
Kyokai (Nichi-Bei Daiichi Zen Kydskai [
KF—fiH4) in Kyoto together with
Colombia University issued an English
translation of the Rinzai-roku [5i%$%, a
basic text of Zen Buddhism.

Feb. 15 The Buddhist
Tokyo (Tokyo Bukkys Rengo-kai T IT{L %L
Jdi4&2:) brought out a register of Bud-

Federation of

dhist temples in Tokyo, Jiin Metkan I
Feb. 15 Prof. Toshiharu Kondo ;gjids
#5 was elected President of S&ji Gakuen
#2725, a Buddhist school in Yoko-
hama.
Misawa = jR%jf died last November.)
Feb. 18 The Shrine Association ( Jinja
Honcho 4%t 75f7) decided on its 12

recommended candidates for the next

(The ex-president Prof. Tomoo

election of House of Councillors in July.
Feb. 25 Higashi Honganji, the head-
of Jodo-shin-sht &+ E5S
abolished a privilege which has exempted

quarters

students of sectarian universities, Otani
Univ. X4k%, Tohod Univ. [RAK%
and Senshii Univ. B X% from the
entrance examination for the Buddhist
priesthood.

March 8 Somefamous Buddhist temples
and Shinto shrines in Kydto, Nanzen-
ji figesE, Toji RF, Saihdji W
and Heian Shrine (Helan-jingli -4
=) raised their entrance fees. Now 16
of 31 temples in Kyoto take more than
80 yen entrance fee.

March 19 At the 21th General Assem-
bly NCC reported that the Protestant
church-members  were 461,205 as of
December 1967.

March 21 Sendan Gakuen Hiff<%[5], a
Buddhist school of the S5d3-shii, elected
Rev. Désha Okubo KALEEF as its
President.

March 23 NCC sent a statement oppos-
ing the bill of Yasukuni Shrine to the
Speakers of the House of Representatives
and House of Councillors.

March 26 The South East Asian Student
Association (Tonan Ajia Gakusei Shinké-
dan FR57 ¥ 7 HFAEMZEH), which con®
sists of students of Waseda Univ. §.§3
oA 2#, St. Paul Univ. s7#A %%, Nihon
Univ., RAKY¥, Meiji-Gakuin Univ,
AH7GARE ete., sent relief goods worth 5
million yen to South Vietnam. Mydchi-
kai %84, a new religion, backed the

enterprise.
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March 30 The Anti-War  Buddhist
League (Hansen Bukkydsha Remmei F7¥5,
{1 ##;EM) was organized by young
monks of the Shingon-sha EHE%E, who
were graduated from Otani Buddhist
Univ this spring,

March 31 The completion of the main
temple of Shinshé-ji ¥k, the head-
quaters of Shingon-shii Chizan-ha E&
SEALIR, 100
thousand visitors (from March 31 to

May 22). The building costed 3,800

million yen.

was celebrated with

It took five years to build
the temple.

April 1 The foundation of the Christian
Book Center (Kirisuto-kys Bunsho Center
* U X ¥ FE v v & —) was celebrated
in Tokyo. This institution will serve
to bring Christian books to about 50
Christian booksellers in Japan.

April 2 The opening ceremony of Soka

Gakuen Al{f% &, the denominational

school of Soka Gakkali AE¥4, a
famous new religious movement in

Japan, in Kodaira-city /NEH7 in the

suburbs of Tokyo, was held with 700

guests. It will start with 300 students
of high school and 200 of middle schoo!
level. All teachers (24) are Soka Gakkai
members.

April 5 Ishin-kai [E#4y,

original members of the Union of the

one of the

New Religious Organizations of Japan
(Shin Nihon Shikyo Dantai Rengé-kai ¥ B

AFHMAFESS) declared its separa-
tion from the Union. (Ishin-kai descen-
ded from Shintoism and has 50 thousand
members.)

April 6 The Kyashi Student Associa-
tion (Kyashii Gakusei Kyogi-kai J %4k
Hi4) started a new movement under
the slogan “Let’s go back to the Cam-
pus”.
by 1,200 students of 28 universities in

This association was organized

the Kyasha district, who belong to
some religious groups, Seichg-no-le 4 &
D%, Shinwa-kal HiZE4 etc.
famous writers, Mr. Fusao Hayashi #k
B, Mr. Michio Takeyama 47|11:&H,
Mr. Yukio Mishima =gk and

others, support the movement as advisers.

Some

April 6 Celebrating the anniversary of
the birth of Gautama Buddha, the Flower
Festival, a parade with 700 citizens and
a lecture meeting with 1,000 persons in
the audience were held in Hiroshima
city under the auspices of the association
of 60 temples in Hiroshima city.

April 10 Prof. Yukio Sakamoto A
B was elected President of Rissho Univ.
to succeed Mr. Tanzan Ishibashi 7%
#1L (ex-Prime Minister) who had held
the post for 15 years,

April 7 Ceclebrating the 100th anni-

versary of the Meiji Restoration, Kago-

shima Pref. FERE;IR published a his-
torical book “Kagoshima and the Meiji

Restoration” (Kagoshima to Meiji-Ishin
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BB L BEHEED and distributed it to
the students of middle schools in the
prefecture free of charge.

April 11 The Religious Juridical Council
(Shamu-ka 52¥%5:%) in the Ministry of
Education published a classified collec-
tion of religious laws and rcgulations

since the Meiji Restoration (Shiakys-kankei

Horei Ruisan SEEHRIESIEE). The
price is 4,500 yen.
April 20 Higashi-honganji, Nagoya

Branch, conducted memorial programs
commemorating the 700th anniversary
of St.
with Rev.

Shinran. A memorial service

Kashé Otani officiating, a
procession of Chigo (specially dressed
children) and a lecture meeting were
held during the week.

April 20 Commemorating the 500th

anniversary of its foundation, Chion-in

HAKE, the headquarters of Jodo-sha,

constructed a training hall for the
youth at Seiryii-ji
zan MY where St Hoénen 4R A,
the founder of Jodo-shi, had studied
for 20 years.

April 23 The Anglican Episcopal Chuch
of Japan held its 29th General Assembly,
which elected the Right Rev. Michel
Hinsuke Yashiro A5 Archbishop
and put the age limit of priests at 70,

April 25 The Association of Jodo Shin-
shii (Shin-shit Rengo-kai BHE558HA4) held
the 15th annual convention at the Public

T on Mt Hiei-

Hall in Sakaecity 7T in Fukui Pref.

53 2. The convention initiated a
meeting to make public the results of
rescarch and a pilgrimage for Hokuriku
JefE district.

May 3 The Youth Department of Sei-
chd-no-le 4:-E- D%, a new religion in
Japan, held the 20th General Assembly

They

declared to back the Japan-US Security

with ten thousand attendants.

Pact and the amendments to the Natio_
nal Constitution.

May 6-16 The 24th World Conference
of the Women’s Christian Temperance
Union, a Christian women’s association
promoting world peace, teetolalism and
chastity, was held at Hotel New Otani
in Tokyo. 150 representatives from 24
forcign countries and 600 Japanese at-
tended. The theme was ‘“Right and
Need of Human Beings”.

May 14 The inaugural meeting of the
Japan Evangelical Association was held
with thousand attendants, including Rev.
Rytkoé Tokiba HIEfEEL as chairman.
(Nihon Fukuin Domei BAR{EE[REM is
composed of eight Evangelical organiza-
tions with 481 churches, 818 priests and
29,453 members.)

May 15

Organizations of Japan made a dissent-

The Union of New Religious

ing official comment on the question

of Yasukuni Shrine.
May 17 The Investigation Committee
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of Jodo Shin-shii (Shin-shia Kaku-ha Kodo
Chésa-Kai FI5R & TRILFFE L) composed
of ten sects of Pure Land Buddhism,
had the first meeting at Higsahi Hon-
ganji and discussed ‘Missionary work’
and the ‘800th Anniversary of St. Shin-
ran F%E, the founder of Jadd-shi’.

May 23 Kyoto University for Foreigon
Studies (Kyoto Gaikokugo Daigaku 3T
HHLEFEXY) in Kyoto adopted ‘Zazen’
as a required subject of physical exercise
in general education.

May 18 The Japan Buddhist Association
(Zen Nihon Bukkyo-kai 4 AFR{LELE)
decided on its ten recommended candi~
dates for the next election to the House
of Councillors on the 7th of July. Of
these 15 candidates belong to the Liberal
Democratic Party, one to the Social
Party, one to the Democratic Social
Party and two are independent, including
Rev. Toké Kon 4#isf, Mr. Shintard
Ishihara FFIEARR and Mr. Hirobumi
Daimatsu KA ET.

May 29 International Christian Uni-
versity (Kokusat Kirisuto-kyo Daigaku [E|}5
F U & FEKY) announced an enroll-
ment of 1,286, of whom 1,186 are
Japanese and 200 foreigners chiefly from
the U.S.A. and Asian countries.

May 30 The Japan Bible Society printed
thousand volumes of the Bible in Vietna-

mese and sent them to Vietnam,
May 31 The Social Seivice Committee

of NCC constructed a camera factory
¢ Jiritsu-sha B30t (self-support)’ as a
rehabilitational facility for the physically
handicapped.

June 1 The Japanese Association of
Indian and Buddhist Studies (Nihon
Indogaku Bukkysgaku-kai Fl AENE2A{AEL
#:2+) held the 19th annual congress at
the Buddhist University (Bukkys Dai-

{LEK%¥) in Kyoto, with 325
reporters.

June 1 Yakushi-do Temple of Nikko H

gaku

3¢ known for its Nakiryii (roaring dragon)
on the ceiling, destroyed by fire in 1951,
was restored after seven years work.,

June 6 In some religious universities,

Komazawa Univ. EgjR-k%, Rissho
Univ. 3FIEXRY, Toyd Univ. FHEFEKX
%  Kokugakuin Univ. [FE*¥fEA%,

International Christian Univ., St. Paul’s
Univ. (Rikkyo Daigaku ST¥KZ) etc..
campus disputes continue.

June 8 Commemorating the Ist anni-
versary of its foundation, the Religionists’
Association for Japan-China Friendship
(Ni-Chi Shikyosha Yuké Kondankai A rhgg
HHKIFIREKE) held a lecture meeting
at Gakushi Kaikan Hall in Kanda #j/[g
-4 with 200 persons in attendance,
Lecturers were Rev. Mumon Yamada
1B %37 and Rev. Bon Shiraishi (1.5 fL.

June 8 A branch of the Secretariat for
Non-Believers in the Vatican was set

up in Japan. Bishop Satoshi Nagae £
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{LF was elected as the chief and Prof.
Mutsuo Yanase Hfifit® of Sophia
Univ., Prof. Masao Matsumoto #AZ=1E
% of Keid Univ. etc. as members.
June 11—17 Commemorating the 100th
anniversary of the Meiji Restoration,
the Meiji Shrine Worshipers Association
held as gathering at the Tokyo Gymna-
sium in Sendagaya TELK» 4.

thousand people, including Mr. Tsisai

Sixty

Sugawara B [F@5g, Mr. Sazd Idemitsu
Hys#E= and Mr. Tsuneari Fukuda {5
H{E#F as special lecturers, attended the
gathering and worshiped Yasukuni
Shrine (Yasukuni Jinja ¥5FEptL), Ise
Shrine (Ise Jinga fi#hls) and Meiji
Shrine (Meiji Jingi BRi5%E) from afar.
June 22 The United Bible Society an-
nounced the situation of the Bible distri-
bution in the world in 1967. In the
U.S.A. 43,941,553 volumes were dis-
tributed and in Japan 4,825,603.
June 25 A mass-meeting of Jodo-shii in

Hokkaido Jtifgii was held to com-

memorate the 100th anniversary of the

reclamation of the district. Parades,
lecture meetings and memorial services
for the dead took place.

The 465 temples of Sodg-sha also
opened a commemorative meeting at
Sapporo City Hall with three thousand
monks in attendance.

June 26 The Shrine Association made
an investigation about the six shrines
which had been on the Ogasawara
Islands /N3[54 5 before the Second
World War,

reconstruct them at the moment of the

The association wants to

restoration of the islands from the U.S.
A. to Japan.

June 26 The Japan Mission Year Book
1968, the first joint edition by Catholic
and Protestant churches, was published
commemorating the 100th anniversary of
the Meiji Restoration. The publishers
were Kyobun-kan #fff and Oriens

Institute for Religious Research.

—257—



