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David Ray Griffin, The New Pearl Harbor: Disturbing
Questions about the Bush Administration and 9/11. Updated
Second Edition (Moreton-in-March: Arris Books, 2004); The
9/11 Commission Report: Omissions and Distortion (Moreton-
in-March: Arris Books, 2005).
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tions. This sense of inhibition will be termed “anesthesia.
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See Alfred North Whitehead, Process and Reality. Corrected
Edition, ed. David Ray Griffin and Donald W. Sherburne. New
York: The Free Press, 1978, p. 343; hereafter cited as PS. See also
Tokiyuki Nobuhara, “Reflections on the God Who is ‘With’ All
Creation: Phases of Mysticism in D. T. Suzukis Zen Thought
and Whitehead’s Metaphysics,” Process Studies, 34/2, Fall-Winter

2005, 240-263.
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the three participants were quite cordial. In response, however, he mentioned
that he witnessed some more contentious discussions of the three in private.
Even with what I saw as an honest effort to have a setting where a certain
civility was apparent, the reality of the situation was that there was, in truth,
real tension. For us, the audience, I thought it was a hopeful sign that in some
contexts, a civility and honesty of opinion can take place among the three
traditions. However, real dialogue is not easy and contention and argument is
natural. At times, it can be ultimately destructive; nevertheless, it is this reality,
of emotional as well as pragmatic problems, that we must face and see if we
can go beyond to some kind of mutual understanding. This should be even
an affirmation that we cannot fully agree with each other and should be stat-
ed as concretely as possible, so that we mutually are cognizant of what divides
us. This may not be true dialogue but I believe it can lead to a real possibility
of dialogue that at least makes us aware of differences, which in turn may,
though not easily, lead us to something substantive. It may be a way to a new
beginning.

We must listen to the other, try to understand as fully as possible what
that other is trying to convey to us, ask direct questions to understand, and,
finally, give our positions as fully and honestly as possible. In short, we must
engage in real dialogue and try to be as honest as possible to our own posi-
tion without neglecting to listen as carefully as possible to the other. In short,
we should try to emulate Jan Van Bragt’s honesty and courage to question in
a very fundamental sense the way we can and should engage in truly commu-
nicative interreligious dialogue or at least try to get as close to such dialogue
as possible.
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and thus from which all elaborations have come about. Nevertheless, the
Pure Land tradition that I was and still am emotionally tied to can no longer
be seen as my real abode. I have engaged in an inner Buddhist dialogue and
returned to the fundamental Buddhism or at least the closest form one can
get to an original Buddhism. If interreligious dialogue means anything, it
must be a radical look into one’s own tradition and a negation of its turns and
new roads it walks if one sees such an errant movement.

I do not see this in Nobuhara’s work. He goes back to the same sources
whether it is Takizawa or Whitehead and while it is important to be true to
one’s fundamental convictions, can we really say we are fully open to inter-
religious dialogue when we do not really see the other as the other sees itself
and try to understand it as it is. Here, I think, I see Jan Van Bragt’s important
confession of the inherent problems of Buddhists looking at Christians and
I would add Christians looking at Buddhists. It is still not that simple and we
should be careful no matter how long we have been engaged in this dialogue
among religions to say that we know ourselves and our own religious tradi-
tions as well as we think we do and even more so to say we know another’s
tradition as well as we think we do. I may be wrong, but I just see too much
assurance in Nobuhara’s stance that he is talking to Christians or to Buddhists
when neither seems to be talking to themselves all that cohesively and coher-
ently in the world at large and in Japan specifically.

Recently, by chance, while at Ryakoku University, I noticed a poster for a
panel discussion with speakers from the three monotheistic traditions. Three
representatives from Palestine, a Jew, a Christian, and a Muslim each gave
presentations. It was a formal if not fully cordial atmosphere, nevertheless
more cordial than I have ever witnessed. While at Claremont, I witnessed
such a triologue, but it was quite tense. I was not able to attend the subse-
quent discussion, but I heard from the organizers that the next day’s panel
discussion developed into quite an openly hostile exchange. The Ryukoku
panel was quite civil with simultaneous translations of all the speakers’ com-
ments from the Arabic, Hebrew, and English. I was surprised, again, by the
cordiality of the group and I had assumed it was from the fact that they
all had their homes in Palestine and therefore shared a common though
troubled land. Nevertheless, I also assumed that this cordiality amongst them
was affected by the fact that they spoke before a largely neutral audience of
Japanese Buddhists. A week after the triolog panel, I happened to talk with
the organizer of the panel, a scholar of religious studies, and thanked him
for organizing the panel discussion. I happened to make the comment that
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took notes and tried to understand the point of his talk. (I worked on my
oral reply during the lunch break) Father Van Bragt criticized the Buddhist
position and, especially and specifically, took aim at the Nishida-Nishitani
line of the Kyoto school, if I am not mistaken. True, he was a student at Kyoto
University and studied with Nishitani and others as well as translating the
former’s Shiikyo to wa nani ka (Religion and Nothingness), so it was a surprise
to all the Buddhist participants at the meeting, especially Ueda Shizuteru, if
I am not mistaken. I understood Father Van Bragts cry of protest as a long
held dissatisfaction with a superiority complex of these Buddhist influenced
Kyoto-School philosophers specifically and we Buddhists in general. It was, I
think, a cry of frustration against the ultimate inability of the Buddhists to see
the position of the other in terms of the other. He did this by saying that we
Buddhists use our experientially grounded way of thinking as a hammer to
burst apart the more personal-God religiosity that is the basis of Christianity
to paraphrase his central message, if memory, again, serves me right. Thus, I
think he saw it as a bias of the Japanese Buddhist perception. This problem is
still with us today.

The discussion among the three monotheistic traditions is especially try-
ing and seems to be the point of Dr. Nobuharas paper. If anything, it should
be the conversation that we should look into, whether we are monotheists or
not. However, as I see his presentation, he asserts, again, the same theoretical
discussion of the other without really looking at the other as one different, in
many fundamental ways from oneself. Are we really talking to each other or
are we only repeating our positions, true, taking in some things of the other’s
position, but is it truly taking a position that wants to dwell on problems to
understand them and try to develop in one’s own tradition anew? I do not
think so. I think we still repeat platitudes of at least twenty, if not, more years
ago. That is, we talk to each other without really listening to each other and
only pursue this process to advocate our own positions.

How, then, can we go beyond these platitudes. I still do not know, and I
do not know, finally, whether we ever can. I must make a confession, I have,
of late, begun to look at my own Buddhist tradition of Shin Buddhism and
its focus on the thought of Shinrans understanding of Amida Buddha as a
problem from the point of view of the larger Buddhist tradition. In a recent
work that has been accepted and gone through final proofs (Process Studies
36/2, 2007, 330-44), I have finally come to see Shin Buddhism as an anomaly
in Buddhism and I have come to see an Ur Buddhism, if there really is one,
in the basic doctrine of impermanence that is the core of Buddhist thought
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cause pain to all those to whom we impose our ideas. Religion is a problem
but non-religious forces and prejudices, too, are problems. Simply, people are
the problem.

Our focus is on the religious side. What is it that Nobuhara wants to say
about Takizawa that is important for us to know, in itself, or in the context of
the Christian-Buddhist dialogue and perhaps more importantly in our ever
growing clash of religious and regional ideologies? Immanuel, God within us,
is obviously an important idea that goes beyond the notion of transcendence
that is so central to certain forms of Christianity. My Barth is rusty, but if I
understand Takizawa correctly, he emphasizes this notion of Immanuel in
contrast to Barth with the latter’s strong notion of transcendence. With the
influence of Eastern Buddhist thought through the prism of the Kyoto school
and its two-fold influence from the Zen influenced Nishida-Nishitani line
and the Pure Land influenced Tanabe-Takeuchi line, Takizawa was obviously
influenced by Buddhism, as well. I had thought the relationship with tran-
scendence, to be very important to Buddhism, also, especially in the sense of
the going beyond that leads to the returning, that is the real meaning of the
enlightened one. There seems to be a parallel here. While the notion of tran-
scendence is also very strong in neo-orthodox thought, it also seems to be
present in most elaborations of Zen and Pure Land thought as well. Moreover,
the understanding of transcendence is a problem for both traditions. I do not
merely want to espouse a stronger sense of immanence, yet it is not a neither
/or proposition. Rather, both transcendence as well as immanence are the
reality of the religious phenomena and should be equally valued.

I do not see how this repeated use of Takizawa’s thought is leading us any-
where, but I may be missing what Nobuhara is trying to tell us. He seems to
want to go beyond, but while I am not that familiar with Takizawa’s work,
Nobubhara’s exposition does not go over new ground.

Here, I would like to add my own thoughts to Dr. James Heisig’s wonderful
eulogy of Father Jan Van Bragt at this year’s meeting. I saw Father Van Bragt
twice in Kyoto after his retirement, just by chance, once at the old Maruzen
Bookstore as he was entering the elevator and I was stepping out. He greeted
me heartedly and I him. I was just so glad to see him. The second and last
time I saw him, strangely or perhaps, not, was in front of Nishi Hongwanji.
In this context, I would like to look back to a previous meeting of the society
a few years ago at the Palaceside Hotel when I was still an active member of
the society. Then, too, I was asked to respond to a presentation. Father Van
Bragt gave his talk orally in Japanese. I was without a copy of the text, so [
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but after the urging of the editor, Dave Griffin, I agreed to certain changes in
tone. It is with this personal, intellectual and emotional change within me that
I have come to hold a pessimistic stance in regard to the viability of interreli-
gious dialogue.

To be honest, in Dr. Nobuhara’s paper, I do not see or at least understand
how we can really gain any insight in the other tradition if we use only meta-
physical-theoretical speculation in an insular context. I include his use of
“myth” in relation to his introduction of the 9/11 internal conspiracy theory.
What exactly, does he mean by myth, here, with reference to the late Takizawa
sensei’s theoretical position? I do not understand the connection or whether
he is trying to make a connection.

I had thought he set up the paper with the notion of the clash of civiliza-
tions and in many ways this problem seems to be a truly deep seeded one.
While the analysis may be naive or simplistic, many problems in the world,
indeed, stem from the United States largely with its jingoistic Christian
patriotism, but, finally, it is a simplistic view, since the problems of a radical,
authoritative Islam causing pain to many, especially Islamic women, can-
not be denied. Indeed, all religious traditions seem to have a hand in most
of the pain and suffering in our world. Sri Lanka and its Buddhist-Tamil
long-lasting civil war is one such example in which Buddhists and Muslims
have been fighting for ethnic and social as well as religious reasons. A more
insular, seemingly secular case, but one as revolting than the others in its
blatant ignoring of common decency is the oppression that has exploded in
Myammar in the last few months preceded by an oppressive tyranny. It was a
short moment of hope followed by deeper pain and the world has passed on
to other troubles. Secularist tyrants have killed, tortured and literally raped
its people and its culture while most of the world has ignored this outrage.
Of course, the First Lady, Laura Bush, did make comments on this situa-
tion, once, if I am correct, which was probably counteractive, in many ways,
because of America’s venture into Iraq and Afghanistan which was and is
still bleeding and becoming even more chaotic, In Myammar, if anything,
however, it is the religious force of the monks that seemed to be, for a while,
able to overcome the brutality, but unfortunately the world has turned away
and the pain and tragedy continues. The Asean countries and Buddhists as
a whole have turned away and allowed this “secular religion” of the state to
rip a society and its spirituality to shreds. I do not want to deny the folly and
pain that the US is causing the world, but it is all of us, we religious people
as well as secular hedonists like those in Myammar who actively or passively
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It is upon this foundation of a false pride disguising this angst that the Bush
administration has been trying to use for its own purposes.

I know I should not say this, but it seems to be the cause of George W.
Bush. If Griffin’s conspiracy thesis is the reality of the terrible deeds of 9/11, it
is the fact that, if memory serves me correctly, the nearing fall elections were
not favorable to President Bush and the Republican Party, which of course
fits well with the 9/11 charge of a conspiracy. How could Bush do or his
underlings do such a successful job of executing and hiding this deed, at least
to some extent, and do such a poor job of executing the wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq. Of course, I may be just naive. Yet, in this reality of the conflict of
religious and secular bigotry and mutual antagonism, we may have had some
hope in the belated Annapolis discussions. While it may be too early to say,
the recent news commentary does not give it much of a chance, however. It
is in this context of war and mutual suspicion that we must talk about the
possibility of meaningful interreligious dialogue that hopefully can lead to
a meaningful and real mutual transformation and openness to the other. It
is this question that is before us now which is an inherently different ques-
tion that was faced over two decades ago when the buds of the flowering of
interreligious dialogue came on the scene with the Abe-Cobb group. I am
not denying earlier ecumenical activities especially of the Catholic Church,
but the dawning of the Abe-Cobb group seemed to bring forth a new, more
nuanced chapter in the discussion that promised real progress.

Interreligious Dialogue: Is It Possible?

I have come to the conclusion that real dialogue is, unfortunately, rare at
best and impossible in most instances. In the book Deep Religious Pluralism,
(David Ray Griffin, ed. Westminster John Knox Press, 2005, 91-107) my paper
is included in a form that I fought against but eventually relented to. David
Griffin and I had a very interesting e-mail chat on the subject. I had asserted
a certain despair about the reality of or the possibility of real interreligious
dialogue and a deep concern about where the world was headed in the near
and not so near future. The despair and anger apparent in Griffin’s book on
the attacks is within me, and it is aimed at Bush as well as the neo-cons sur-
rounding him. Geopolitics is beyond my comprehension, but, again, since
Bush and his enablers were so bad at engaging in the battles they started in
Afghanistan and Iraq, on false and unwise reasoning and execution, how
could they have accomplished such a deed. I am, again, being naive, perhaps.
Back to my initial point, I had given up on the possibility of real dialogue,
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Response to Professor Nobuhara

Shunji Yokota

Did we open this meeting today to fit your discussion of the lie of 9/11? What
are you trying to do with the use of Griffin’s assertion about the lie of 9/11?
The myth of what? The source of the attack? Or the pious facade of religions
that mask the religious bigotry and the geopolitical imperialism of the United
States of America alone or of all religious entities, and may I add with special
emphasis the monotheistic traditions, in particular, including my own tradi-
tion of Shin Buddhism (only Amida Buddha)?

I have come to the personal conclusion that religious traditions whether
monotheistic or not have an inherent tendency toward a superiority complex
leading to absolutism. It comes from our ego, personal as well as corporate,
and as Reinhold Niebuhr has emphasized, it is the corporate evil or the “even
more immoral society” that is the most insidiously evil manifestation. Niebuhr
is my touchstone, even with his faults which he readily acknowledged. Those
who declare pious resolutions should be feared most. I think he would be
angered but not surprised by the pious Christian declarations of these born-
again Christians, George W. Bush and the neo-conservatives. Niebuhr was one
who saw through the danger and folly of the absolutism of religious senti-
ments. Let me state here, to be fair to President Bush, I do recognize the spiri-
tual benefits that his embracing of the Christian faith had for him by which he
was able to put his life back together after losing his way through drink, drugs
and other problems. However, that does not excuse him for his aggressive
behavior and his management of the wars he has unwisely waged. Moreover,
he has presided over the breakdown of the middle-class society which was
caused by the preference he has given the very wealthy. The strength of the
American middle class was once the strength of the United States. The United
States seems to have become a third world country with the very rich, the
struggling “middle class,” and the very poor who are seemingly lost to a gen-
erations long existence in a poverty that they may never be able to rise from.
The angst and deeply imbedded inferiority complex of America covered over
by its bellicose belligerence is a cause, if not, the cause of this overreaching.
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