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Teitaro Suzuki, Asvaghosha’s Discourse on The Awakening of
Faith in Mahayana (Chicago: The Open Court, 1900), 47, 94, 113,
127,135, 148.
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K. L. Seshagiri Rao, The Concept of Sraddha (Delhi: Motilal

Banarsidass, 1974), 176:
“In our investigation, we have seen that the etymological or
derivative meaning of the word sraddha (srat, hear; and dha,
to place; that is, the placing of one’s heart on something)
continues to be relevant throughout. It comes to mean:
1. a longing of the heart or yearning for some end; and 2.
confidence or trust in some ‘means’ which can lead to the
desired end. We have discovered in the literature that we
examined, and this is important, that both these implications
are inherent in and integral to the concept of sraddha. To put
it in other words, they do not constitute different meanings
of the word, but are aspects of the total meaning of sraddha.
With reference to the ‘goal it has always the implication of
‘desire’ and with reference to the ‘means), it always implies

)

()

©)

=)

(=)
)

(=)

‘confidence’ or ‘trust’ To take either of these meanings (viz,
desire or confidence) and leave the other is to deprive the
concept of its special significance in Indian religious thought.
A longing or yearning of the heart is always for something
that is yet to be fulfilled and issues forth in the adoption
of certain ‘effective’ means to realize it. Thus the total
significance of sraddha involves both a desire for a goal and

confidence in an appropriate means to reach it
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Hakeda, “The Awakening of Faith,” 31: “mutually inclusive”

Baekelmans, “The Awakening (1), 40.

Alister E. McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction (Oxford:
Blackwell Publishers, 1997), 154-7.
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James L. Cox, A Guide to the Phenomenology of Religion (Lon-
don: T & T Clark, 2006), 216-7°
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“Panel 4: The Role of Practice and Faith in the Study of Religion,”
in Proceedings of the International Conference on Esoteric
Buddhist Studies, Koyasan University, Wakayama Prefecture,
Japan, Sept. 5-8, 2006, 427-36. Convenor Peter Baekelmans;
discussants Jan Van Bragt, Basilio Petra, Thierry Robouam,

Saiyad Nizamuddin Ahmad; commentator Paul Swanson.
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