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The following is a summary of activities and circulation of the Japanese 
Journal of Religious Studies during the 2019 academic year. This update 
includes table of contents for published issues, an overview of online engage-
ment with articles, and notes on present and future plans for the journal.

The Japanese Journal of Religious Studies (jjrs) is an international, 
English-language journal publishing research on the study of reli-
gion and Japan. The forerunner to the jjrs, Contemporary Religion in 
Japan, was established by the International Institute for the Study of 

Religions in 1960 to promote a greater understanding of Japanese religions both 
domestically and abroad. In 1974, David Reid revived the journal after a brief 
hiatus and renamed it to reflect the expanding body of scholarship on religion 
in Japan. The jjrs moved to its current home, the Nanzan Institute for Religion 
and Culture, in 1981.

This year Paul L. Swanson, the longest reigning editor of the journal, stepped 
down after more than thirty years at the helm. On behalf of the jjrs and the field 
of Japanese Studies, I would like to thank him for his service to the journal and 
his unparalleled contribution to the study of Japanese religion. Fortunately for 
us, Paul will continue his residency at the Institute for another year as the Roche 
Chair for Interreligious Research. We wish him a well-deserved retirement, but 
hope to keep him on retainer to advise the journal as editor emeritus.

Activities and Impact

The jjrs uses dois (Digital Object Identifiers) to track the distribution of and 
engagement with our articles across the internet. Many search engines, such as 
Project Muse and Ebisco Host, include doi data in their databases. Whenever a 
link to a doi is clicked, a tally for the number of “hits” for a specific jjrs article 
is recorded. From March 2019 to March 2020, there were 44,617 successful 
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searches for jjrs articles through doi links. Each month, an average of about 
half of these searches came from individual users.

The jjrs is also available on jstor, which has its own database of academic 
publications and keeps records of traffic within this database. From April 2019 
to April 2020, there were 58,223 jjrs articles viewed on jstor. Of the viewed 
articles, 25, 927 were downloaded.

Regular readers of the jjrs access and download articles directly from the 
nirc website. These numbers are not reflected in the doi and jstor records. Of 
course, the readership of print copies of the journal cannot be included in the 
totals for online engagement. Therefore, we can decisively state that jjrs articles 
were viewed and downloaded online a minimum of 102,840 times during the 
2019 academic year.

In 2019, we published two outstanding collections of articles. Both at-large 
issues feature a diverse array of topics such as research on Shinto shrines in 
Hawai‘i, Jesuit hospitals in the sixteenth century, Shugendo institutions in the 
Edo period, and much more. Each issue also includes reviews for recent mono-
graphs on Japanese religions. See the table of contents below for details. As an 
open access journal, all jjrs articles, past and present, can be freely downloaded 
from the nirc website.

Plans for Future jjrs Issues

The jjrs considers manuscripts on a first-come, first-served basis, and, unlike 
some journals, we do not issue submission deadlines. The journal is currently 
booked through the spring of 2021. Therefore, any submissions received hereaf-
ter will be reviewed and considered for the fall 2021 issue, which as I write this 
is rapidly filling up.

We are currently editing a special issue. The jjrs reserves on average one 
publication per year for a special issue focusing on a topic in Japanese reli-
gions organized by a guest editor. This year’s topic concerns esoteric traditions 
in medieval Japan and is edited by yours truly. It features articles on esoteric 
lineages and concepts, and focuses on the problem of defining an orthodox 
“esoteric Buddhist” tradition in Japan. Another special issue is in the works for 
2021, but we are seeking proposals for future issues. If you have any suggestions, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.

Beginning with the current issue, we intend to make all special issues down-
loadable as a single pdf on the nirc website. Readers will be able to peruse the 
issue as a whole, in a similar fashion to an edited volume. We also plan to experi-
ment with creating eBook versions of new issues. We invite you to try these new 
options for reading future jjrs issues.



 Nanzan Institute for Religion & Culture Bulletin 44 (2020) 9

matthew d. mcmullen

Table of Contents

volume 46, no. 1 2019

articles
 1 Religion and Secularism in Overseas Shinto Shrines

A Case Study on Hilo Daijingū, 1898–1941
Karli Shimizu

 31 Traversing the Nenbutsu
The Power of Ritual in Contemporary Japanese Buddhism
Gwendolyn Gillson

 53 Relying on Words and Letters
Scripture Recitation in the Japanese Rinzai Tradition
Erez Joskovich

 79 The Jesuit Hospital in the Religious Context of Sixteenth-Century Japan
James Fujitani

 103 The Robe of Leaves
A Nineteenth-Century Text of Shugendo Apologetics
George Klonos

Research note
 129 Violence and How to Recognize Perceptual Bias

Reflections on Twenty Years of Research
Inoue Nobutaka

reviews
 137 Frédéric Girard, Les dialogues de Dōgen en Chine  Didier Davin

140  Mitsutoshi Horii, The Category of ‘Religion’ in 
Contemporary Japan: Shūkyō and Temple Buddhism Masato Kato

 145 Jason Ā. Josephson-Storm, The Myth of Disenchantment: 
Magic, Modernity, and the Birth of Human Sciences Esben Petersen

 149 Contributors

volume 46, no. 2 2019

articles
 151 Finding a Place for Jizō

A Study of Jizō Statuary in the Buddhist Temples of Sendai
Alīse Eishō Donnere



Bulletin 44 (2020) Nanzan Institute for Religion & Culture10

jjrs annual update

 173 Chōgen’s Vision of Tōdaiji’s Great Buddha 
as Both Mahāvairocana and Amitābha

Evan S. Ingram 
 193 From Marxism to Religion

Thought Crimes and Forced Conversions in Imperial Japan
Adam Lyons

 219 The Fall Peak, Professional Culture, 
and Document Production in Early Modern Haguro Shugendo
Frank Clements

 247 Buddhist Networks: The Japanese Preparation for the 
World’s Parliament of Religions, 1892–1893 
Aihua Zheng

 277 Ōnamochi
The Great God who Created All Under Heaven
Richard Torrance

reviews
 319 Duncan Ryūken Williams, American Sutra: A Story of Faith and Freedom in the Sec-

ond World War  George Tanabe
 323 Erica Baffelli and Ian Reader, Dynamism and the Ageing of a Japanese ‘New’ Religion: 

Transformations and the Founder Inken Prohl
 326 Richard K. Payne, Language in the Buddhist Tantra of Japan: Indic Roots of Mantra  

 Ralph H. Craig III
 329 Melissa Anne-Marie Curley, Pure Land, Real World: Modern Buddhism, Japanese 

Leftists, and the Utopian Imagination Michael Conway
 332 Levi McLaughlin, Soka Gakkai’s Human Revolution: The Rise of a Mimetic Nation in 

Modern Japan James Harry Morris
 336 Edward R. Drott, Buddhism and the Transformation of Old Age in Medieval Japan  

 Ethan Bushelle

notes on recent edited volumes on japanese religions
 340 Karen M. Gerhart, ed., Women, Rites, and Ritual Objects in Premodern Japan
 341 Fabio Rambelli, ed., The Sea and the Sacred in Japan: Aspects of Maritime Religion
 341 Fabio Rambelli, ed., Spirits and Animism in Contemporary Japan: The Invisible Empire
 343 Orion Klautau, ed., Sengo rekishigaku to Nihon Bukkyō 「戦後歴史学と日本仏教」

(Postwar Historiography and Japanese Buddhism)
 343 Ōtani Eiichi 大谷栄一, Kikuchi Akira 菊池 暁, and Nagaoka Takashi 長岡 崇, eds., 

Nihon shūkyōshi no kīwādo: Kindaishugi o koete「日本宗教史のキーワード―近代主義を
超えて」(Keywords in the History of Japanese Religions: Beyond Modernism)  
 Paul L. Swanson

 345 Contributors


