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Annual Update
Japanese Journal 
of Religious Studies

Matthew D. McMullen
Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture

The following is a summary of activities and circulation of the Japanese 
Journal of Religious Studies during the 2021 academic year. This update 
includes table of contents for published issues, an overview of online engage-
ment with articles, and notes on present and future plans for the journal.

The year 2021 marked the forty-eighth year of the Japanese Journal of 
Religious Studies ( jjrs) and forty years since the journal arrived at the 
Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture. The jjrs was founded by 
David Reid at the International Institute for the Study of Religions 

in 1974 as a rebranding of Contemporary Religion in Japan, which had been 
established by William Woodward and Hideo Kishimoto in 1960 as a continua-
tion of their research on religion in postwar Japan. Since its inception, the jjrs 
has published academic articles by scholars both from within Japan and abroad 
on a triannual and, since 1995, a biannual basis. The journal has endeavored to 
strike a balance between modern and premodern topics as well as represent 
research from scholars working in the diverse array of fields constituting the 
humanities and social sciences.

The spring issue of 2021 was one of the largest issues we have ever published. 
The six articles cover topics such as music, food, animality, sectarian unifica-
tion, regional temple networks, and the adaptation of the Gion Festival to 
covid-19 restrictions. The issue also includes an assortment of book reviews. 
Initially, we planned to publish a special issue in the fall as the culmination of 
a series of conferences jointly hosted by Columbia and Nagoya Universities, 
but more time was required to translate the Japanese-language contributions to 
the volume. Fortunately, we had a waiting-list for special issues, so we switched 
the order. Although this change of plans put us behind schedule, “Religion and 
Identity in Japan since 1940,” edited by three-time guest editor Peter Nosco 
(University of British Columbia), is now available print-on-demand from your 
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local Amazon marketplace. As of this moment, the online version is on hold 
until the launching of our new website (more on that below). The special issue 
includes articles by several veteran scholars, including our former colleague at 
the Nanzan Institute Okuyama Michiaki. See the table of contents below for 
details.

The upward trend in online activity for the jjrs continued with 97,162 suc-
cessful doi searches between April 2021 and March 2022, almost doubling 
the number from the previous year (see the jjrs update in Bulletin 44 for an 
explanation of dois). On jstor, which collects its own data for searches in 
their database, jjrs articles were accessed 108,339 times between April 2021 
and March 2022. These numbers do not include downloads directly from the 
Nanzan Institute or jjrs ( jjrs.org) websites. Only 28 print-on-demand copies 
were sold during the same period.

As noted above, the website of the Nanzan Institute through which we 
publish the jjrs is currently under construction. Databases such as ebisco, 
worldcat, and cinii link to articles on the website, and search engines such as 
Google redirect there as well. Therefore, online publications are on hold until 
the new site is launched. The new website will include additional information 
about jjrs articles, such as abstracts and links to other publications by authors.

The spring issue, like the previous year, is turning out to be a big one. 
In recent years, we have been fortunate to receive a large number of quality 
manuscripts. This influx in articles has not only resulted in longer issues but 
has increased the waiting time for publication. Some authors have been waiting 
for more than two years to see their work published. Therefore, beginning this 
year, we will publish two “at large” issues, one in the spring and the other in 
the fall. Special issues will be published on a rolling basis. Special issues, which 
are more akin to edited volumes than journal issues, tend to take much longer 
to complete than issues containing unsolicited articles. This new flexibility will 
allow us to publish two regularly scheduled issues, while special issues will be 
published when the editors agree they are complete.

As I mentioned in last year’s update, we are planning to host an event in the 
summer of 2023 to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the jjrs. We hope 
to host speakers from within Japan and abroad, assuming travel restrictions are 
lifted. A special issue related to the event will be published the following year. 
We hope to see you all at the celebration.
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volume 48, no. 1	 2021

articles
	 1	 The Human-Fish

Animality, Teratology, and Religion in Premodern Japan
Andrea Castiglioni

	 45	 The Dharma of Music
Gagaku and Buddhist Salvation in Medieval Japan
Fabio Rambelli

	 73	 An Amendable Argument
The Unification of the Nichiren Sect in Sixteenth-Century Kyoto
Dan Sherer

	103	 Authority and Competition
Shingon Buddhist Monastic Communities 
in Medieval Japanese Regional Society
HuangHuang Xiaolong Xiaolong

	125	 Faith as Authenticity
Kyoto’s Gion Festival in 2020
Mark Teeuwen

	165	 Japanese Food Offerings
Allan G. Grapard

reviews
	187	 Fumiaki Miyazaki, Kate Wildman Nakai, and Mark Teeuwen, eds. Christian Sorcerers 

on Trial: Records of the 1827 Osaka Incident	 Rebecca Suter

189		 Ōtani Eiichi 大谷栄一, Nichirenshugi to wa nan datta no ka: Kindai Nihon no shisō 
suimyaku 日蓮主義とはなんだったのか―近代日本の思想水脈 
	 Jacqueline I. Stone

194		 Niwa Nobuko 丹羽宣子, “Sōryorashisa” to “joseirashisa” no shūkyō shakaigaku: Nichiren-
shū josei sōryo no jirei kara「僧侶らしさ」と「女性らしさ」の宗教社会学 
—日蓮宗女性僧侶の事例から	 Kobayashi Naoko

198		 Michael Pye, ed., Exploring Shinto	 Joseph S. O’Leary

202	 Brian Daizen Victoria, Zen Terror in Prewar Japan: Portrait of an Assassin 
	 Joseph S. O’Leary

205		 James Mark Shields, Against Harmony: Progressive and Radical Buddhism 
in Modern Japan	 Joseph S. O’Leary

209	 Rafal K. Stepien, ed., Buddhist Literature as Philosophy, Buddhist Philosophy 
as Literature	 Joseph S. O’Leary

215		 Contributors
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volume 48, no. 2	 2021

articles
	217	 Editor’s Introduction

Religion and Identity in Japan since 1940
Peter Nosco

	225	 We are Warriors for the Movement
Misogi Training in the Imperial Rule Assistance League
Helen Hardacre

	245	 Shards from a Wooden Shoe Shop
Religious Experience, Historical Change, and Suzuki Daisetsu
James E. Ketelaar

	267	 “We Alone Can Save Japan”
Soka Gakkai’s Wartime Antecedents 
and Its Postwar Conversion Campaign
Jacqueline I. Stone

	299	 Constructing Identities through the Shikoku Pilgrimage
Ian Reader

	321	 Traversing the Natural, Supernatural, and Paranormal
Yōkai in Postwar Japan
Hirota Ryūhei

	341	 New Religions in Kōshien
Religious Identity and High School Baseball
Okuyama Michiaki

	365	 Religious Change in Modern Japanese Society
Established Religions and Spirituality
Yamanaka Hiroshi

	383	 Epilogue
Japanese Religions and their Contributions to One Woman’s Identity
Makiko Hamaguchi

	395	 Contributors


