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H. Byron EARHART, The new religions of Japan: A biblio­
graphy of Westem-language m aterials, 2nd ed. M ichigan 
Papers in Japanese Studies, No. 9, Ann A rbor: C enter 
fo r  Japanese Studies, The U n ive rs ity  of M ich igan, 1983. 
xxv i 十 213 pp., includ ing an 8-page author index and an 
11-page top ica l index, n.p.

THE INDEFATIGIBLE Byron E arhart has once more put us 
in his debt. His f ir s t  ed ition  of th is book having appeared 
in 1970, i t  now comes to us in a much improved form . Two 
evidences of th is improvement are w orth  noting here.

The f ir s t  improvement is q u a n tita tive . The second edi­
tion  contains nearly tw ice  as many entries as the f irs t .

The second improvem ent is o rgan iza tiona l and re la tes 
to ease of use. In the f ir s t  ed ition , the New Relig ions were 
lis ted  as they appear in the annual s ta tis t ic a l com pila tions 
o f the M in is try  of Education, Science and C u ltu re , th a t is， 
under one of four categories: Shinto, Buddhist, C h ris tian , 
and the "wastebasket ca tegory" O ther. This organization 
meant, however, th a t unless one knew in advance what 
ca tegory a spec ific  group was lis ted  under, he might have 
to look under three or four separate headings. The second 
ed ition , w ith  one exception fo r "U topian Groups," lis ts  the 
New Relig ions a lphabe tica lly . This arrangem ent of the 
m ate ria l is c learly  advantageous to the user, especia lly one 
coming to a re la tive ly  un fam ilia r subject.

Computers tha t do not require  of t t ie ir  users a great 
amount of techn ica l knowledge are said to  be "u se r-fr ie n d ­
ly ."  By the same token, th is  b ib liography is "u se r-fr ie n d ly ," 
and the secret of th is friendliness is to be found in its 
appendixes and indexes.

The appendixes o ffe r  he lp fu l "Suaaestions fo r Locating
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W estern-しanguage M ate ria ls  on the Japanese New R e li­
g ions,11 a lis t  o f e a rlie r b ib liographies on "W estern- 
しanguage M ate ria ls  on Japanese R e lig ion ," a b r ie f but 
valuable lis t of "Japanese-Language M a te ria ls  on the New 
R e lig ions ,11 and some suggestions as to "C om parative 
M a te ria ls  fo r the Study of New Relig ious Movements."

O f the author index, noth ing need be said. It is qu ite  
s tra ig h tfo rw a rd . The real bonus to the researcher is the 
to p ica l index. As opposed to the tab le  of contents, where 
the New Relig ions are lis ted  in d iv id u a lly , the top ica l index 
presents m ajor themes tha t run through several New R e li­
gions. These themes include, fo r  example, Ancestor w or­
ship, Confucian ism , Conversion, Death, D octrine , E th ica l 
teachings, Founders and foundresses, e tc . It is a rare b ib li­
ographer who takes the troub le  to present the m ateria l in 
such he lp fu l form .

A rev iew er is hardly w orth  his sa lt i f  he does not say 
something c r it ic a l,  so I looked high and low  fo r something 
to c r it ic iz e  —but w ith  l i t t le  luck. A t the last moment， 
though, I f in a lly  found a small m istake. On p .181 the 
author, re fe rr in g  to the In te rna tion a l In s titu te  fo r the 
Study of Relig ions, says th a t even though it  closed its  
o ff ic e  in early 1980，it  s t i l l  publishes the Japanese journal 
of religious studies. The fa c t is tha t th is journa l is now 
published not by the above-mentioned in s titu te  but by the 
Nanzan In s titu te  fo r  R e lig ion  and C u ltu re . F u rthe r deta ils  
concerning th is  la t te r  in s titu te  may be found on the inside 
fro n t cover.
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