AN ENCOUNTER W TH
M NDANAO AND SULU CULTURES

Pet er GOW NG
Dansal an Research Center

For the past nine years the Dansalan Research Center 1in
Marawi City has been conducting annual summer sessions on
Mindanao and Sulu Cultures. The Director of the Center offers
us a brief glimpse at the latest such seminar, which was held
from April 11 to May 6 of this year. As even this short report
will suggest, the Dansalan project offers a concrete and
well-tested model of what can be done to promote
interreligious understanding/encounter among educators and

ministers and break down the barriers of distrust.

On Friday, May 6, our N nth Annual Summer Session on M ndanao and Sulu
Cultures ended. Thirty people were enrolled in the nonth-long program
including four Protestant and three Catholic sem narians, three Carnelite
nuns, a Franciscan lay brother, an Anmerican Franciscan Catholic priest, a
staf f nmenber of the University Research Center at M ndanao State University,
fifteen coll ege and secondary teachers fromvarious schools in M ndanao, and
M. and Ms. Elner Coodrich from Penmberton, M nnesota, who have recently
joined our Dansalan staff as volunteers—n—fission for a year under the
United Board for Wrld Mnistries. The conpletion of the course by these
thirty friends brings the total nunber of alumi’ from nine years of our
Annual Sunmer Sessions to 177-alnost 20 per year. They have been nostly
Fi l'i pi no school teachers, church workers, and graduate students; but we have
had foreigners as well including American, Canadian, English, Indian,
Iranian, Irish, Italian, and Pakistani enrolees. W have always had a few
Muslins enrolled al so, although naturally the programis designed especially
for Christians.

The Annual Summer Session is one of the nobst inportant prograns we
conduct at the Dansal an Research Center in aid of fostering inproved know
| edge and understanding about |Islamin general and MiuslimFilipinos in parti-
cular. The schedule calls for classes in the morning hours, five days per week
from7:30 to 11:45 in the nmorning—with a hal f-hour break for snacks. There
are three courses which everybody takes. The first of these, Introduction
to Islam, was taught by Father M chael Dianmond (who has had three years of
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graduate studies in Islamcs in Rome and has worked in M ndanao since 1969)
of the Prelature of Marawi. | nyself taught the second basic course, Islam
in the Philippines, which treated Islamis arrival and spread in the
Phi |'i ppi nes, the manner in which it has been enbraced by Filipinos and has
affected their culture and world view, the character of Christian—Mslim
encounter in the Archipelago, and the dynam cs of contenporary Islamc
renewal and change. The third course, The Muslim Filipinos, was divided into
four week-1ong segnments: one on “The Marano” taught by Dr. Manmitua Saber, a
Mar anao Muslim sociol ogist from M ndanao State University; another on “The
Literary Heritage of MuslimFilipinos,” taught by Prof. Al fredo Tianson from
the staff the Mnistry of MuslimAffairs; and a third on “Sulu and the Crisis
inthe MuslimSouth,” directed by Prof. Asiri Abubakar, a Tausug Muslimfrom
the University of the Philippines. The fourth week is devoted to a
di scussion of the issues in MslimChristian dialogue, led by Msgr.
Bi enveni do Tudtud, Bishop of the Prelature of Maraw .

One feature of this final week is a day-long dialogue. This year the
di al ogue involved the Summer Session enrollees (all but one of which were
Christians) and twelve local Mislins, some of them teachers from M ndanao
State University and the Jamiatul Philippine Al -lIsalnia. The dial ogue, which
began at 9 o' clock in the norning and ended just before 4 in the afternoon,
was characterized by an open, aninated, and constructive exchange of views
on the theme “Qur | mages of Each Qther: Wat Can We Do About Then?”

The afternoons, evening, and weekends of the Summer Session are free
for study and research in the library—and al so for special presentations and
field trips. This year, Dr. Nagasura Madal e of M ndanao State University
| ectured one afternoon on the folk epics of his people, the Miranao. On
anot her occasion, Father Erwin Schoenstein, OF. M, one of the enrolees and
a long—tine missionary in the Philippines, gave a splendid talk on “St.
Francis and Islam” On yet another afternoon, three of the Research Oficers
of the Dansal an Center gave brief reports on their newy conpleted thesis
researches. And one day an official of the Regional Ofice of the Mnistry
of Muslim Affairs, M. Bani Masnar, came over to explain the organization,
functions, and prograns of the Mnistry.

The field trips included a visit to the Aga Khan Miseum at M ndanao
State University with its excellent collection of MuslimFilipino artefacts,
and to the King Faisal Center for Arabic and Islamc Studies nearby. Qur
annual one-day picnic found us travelling as far as Poona Bayabao on the
east side of the Lake, where we visited a wel | —preserved Kota (a Marano fort
made of earth, stone, and banboo) and to several other comunities where we
were hospitably welcomed into the homes of Maranao famlies. W also
wi t nessed the devastating effects of the drought we’ve been enduring since
Cctober, which has resulted in the lowering of the water level of the Lake
by nore than three nmeters with serious consequences for wet—ice agriculture
and other farming. On another occasion we visited Tugaya on the west side
of Lake Lanao which is famus for its brass foundries. We were fortunate to
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come at a tine when the workers were pouring nmolten brass into the clay
moul ds as part of the ancient “lost wax” method of brasswork.

And, of course, we also attended the Friday Assenbly prayers in one of
the large npbsques in a nunicipality near Maraw . Sunmer Session
partici pants, nost of whom have never w tnessed Muslins at worship in a
nosque, are always nuch noved by the experience. The wonen are nade very
wel come anong the Muslimwonen in the curtained—eff area in the area of the
nosque, and the nmen take up positions behind the rows of Mislimworshippers
who follow the novenents of the prayers led by the Imam in front. Wile few
coul d understand the Maranao of the Khatib, this year all were inpressed by
the fervor and animation of his preaching and his recitation fromnenory of
Qur’ani ¢ verses in Arabic.

When our Summer Session participants return to their respective hones,
they are changed persons. The will never again think of MuslimFilipinos in
the same way as before. Their (usually negative) images are radically
revised, and they are full of details of what they saw and heard and tasted
and |earned. And they share their new information and insights wth
rel atives, classmates, students, parishioners, and nany ot her people. Wich
of course is precisely why we conduct the Summer Session. It has a
constructive inmpact that goes far beyond the relatively small nunber who
enrol | each year.

Next year, in 1984, our 10th Annual Sunmer Session will be the first
month of a three-nonth long International Sunmer Institute for Islamc Stu—
dies.* This new program which will be conducted jointly by the Dansal an
Research Center and the Prelature of Marawi, wll be designed not only for
Filipino participants but also for professional church workers of any
nationality who are engaged in, or preparing for, ministries in
predom nantly Mislim contexts. In addition to our usual Summer Session
program we wll have nore general |Islamc Studies courses taught by
internationally recogni zed specialists, both Christian and Muslim This wll
be a new venture for us, but we are convinced that it will nmeet a real need.
Already we have had inquiries fromas far away as Kenya in Africa, and from
I ndi an, Paki stan, and Mal aysia. Qur purpose, as always, is to contribute to
better Christian-Mislimunderstanding as a crucial value in itself and not
as a stratagemfor the Christian evangelization of Mislins.

* Further details on this program are reported in the present Bulletin
under “Com ng Events.”
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